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EUA has 866 members
based in 51 countries
(as of 1 April 2023)



Main objectives • Facilitates dialogue on higher education and 
research & innovation

• Represents the interests of the higher 
education sector

• Ensures the voice of universities is heard in EU 
policy making & in the ERA/EHEA

• Support its members with a range of 
services (strategy development, thematic peer 
groups & focus groups, events and publications)
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EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY ASSOCIATION
The Voice of European Universities



Main activities 
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Stakeholder dialogue & advocacy

European institutions, European 
associations, national organisations, 

global partners, media, etc.
Makes the voice of European Universities heard

Policy development & research

Consultations, recommendations, 
reports, policy positions

Influences European policies for the benefit of 
the university sector

Membership activities

Events, projects, focus groups, 
thematic peer groups

Allows members to share good practice and EUA 
to gather evidence



EUA statutory, consultative 
& support bodies 

Board

General Assembly (Members)

Council (NRCs)

Secretariat

R&IIDEV HEPUGAF

T&FGT&FGRISG

EGInno EGOS
EUA- CDE



EUA Research & Innovation Agenda

Published in December 2023

Developed by EUA R&I Strategy Group in collaboration with
 EUA Expert Group on Innovation
 EUA Expert Group on Open Science
 National Rectors Conferences

6

Published December 2023 - link

“… universities may outgrow [their] honest broker role to become agents 
of societal transformation and thus take on a more proactive stance…”

https://eua.eu/resources/publications/1082:eua-research-innovation-agenda-2027.html
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EUA Research & Innovation Agenda



Example 1

What is ERA? The European Research Area (ERA) is the ambition to create a 
single, borderless market for research, innovation and 
technology across the EU.
It helps countries be more effective together, by strongly 
aligning their research policies and programmes.
The free circulation of researchers and knowledge enables
• better cross-border cooperation
• building of critical mass
• continent-wide competition
ERA was launched in 2000 and revitalised in 2020
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ERA 101, an introduction to the new European Research Area
EUA ERA WEBINAR SERIES
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Stakeholders' representation in 
the ERA Forum?



ERA 101, an introduction to the new European Research Area

Council Conclusions
 November 2021

The Commission should foresee 
that the ERA Forum will ensure 
representative involvement at its 
relevant meetings of EU-level 
umbrella organisations […] of the 
following seven types of 
stakeholders
- universities and other higher 

education institutions
- …

ERA University 
Sector Group

EUA ERA WEBINAR SERIES
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ERA 101, an introduction to the new European Research Area
EUA ERA WEBINAR SERIES
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ERA Forum
(22 meetings)
Member states
Associated countries
European Commission
Stakeholders
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Next ERA Policy Agenda 2025-2027

Is there is a ERA policy gap ?
 MS 95.2%; Overall 93.1%
Does it belong in the ERA Policy Agenda?
 MS 81.0%; Overall 77.6% 
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Example 2



CoARA Membership 
by type of organisation

610member
organisations

692 signatories

[February 2024]
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64%
13%

8%

7%

5% 3%
Universities and their associations

Research centres, research infrastructures,
and their associations

Academies, learned societies, and their
associations, and associations of
researchers
Public or private research funding
organisations and their associations

Other relevant non-for-profit organisations
involved with research assessment, and
their associations
National/regional authorities or agencies
that implement some form of research
assessment and their associations

In descending order of total share:
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• Working Groups aim to exchange knowledge, learn 
mutually, discuss and develop outputs to advance 
research assessment and help implement members’ 
commitments.

• They operate as ’communities of practice’, providing 
mutual learning and collaboration. Working Groups are 
identified and proposed bottom-up by members

• 13 Working Groups in total

WORKING GROUPS

https://coara.eu/coalition/
working-groups/



CoARA ACTIVITIES - WG
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Thank you for your attention


