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What is social innovation?

Social innovation in energy (SIE)

is a combination of ideas, objects 
and/or actions 

that changes social relations

and involves new ways of doing, 
thinking and/or organising energy.

(Wittmayer et al. 2020 
building on Pel et al. 2020, Avelino et al. 2019)
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SONNET

1: Local energy production & 
consumption

2: Cooperative energy production & 
consumption

3: Collaborative eco-efficient housing

7: Advocacy for specific 
energy pathways

13: Participatory energy 
dialogues

14: Participatory 
experimentation and incubation

4: Local peer-to-peer 
electricity exchange

15: Platforms for direct energy 
transactions

16: Investment and finance 
mechanisms

8: Energy education

9: Non-profit consulting

10: Peer to peer learning

5: For profit services and 
technologies

11: For-profit consulting

17: Energy gamification & 
nudges

6: Action against specific 
energy pathway

12: Campaigns against 
specific energy pathways

18: Networks against 
specific energy pathways
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www.sonnet-energy.eu/typology Wittmayer et al. 2020, submitted

Cooperative action Energy exchange Competitive action Action as conflict

Cooperative frames

Organized cooperative action Organized exchange

Knowledge exchange Competitive narratives

Organized competitive action

Conflicting frames

Organized conflict

http://www.sonnet-energy.eu/typology


A critical-institutional perspective on social innovation in 
energy
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